
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

LETTER FROM  

THE UNDER-SECRETARY-GENERAL 

  

Dear Delegates, 

 

I have the utmost pleasure of welcoming you to ANKAMUN 2020 as the Under-Secretary-General of Historical Committee! 

My name is Khadizhat Saikhanova, and I am a first-year master student learning international relations at Eskisehir Osmangazi University. I have been 

participating in more than 20 international conferences in last few years such as Model United Nations, G-20, European Youth Parliament and court 

simulations. Moreover, I have had an internship in the USA (at the UN New-York Head Quarter), Czech Republic and Austria.   

Now I am glad to become a part of ANKA MUN and present you our agenda item, which is Korean War. 

The Korean war of 1950-1953 is called a local military conflict between the two warring parts of the once one country, which was divided after 

the Second World War into South and North Korea. In fact, it was an indirect war waged by the Korean people through two military-political systems - 

the “Soviet” and the “American”. And now You, honorable delegates, will have the opportunity to change the history of the Korean War! How the 

Korean conflict will develop is completely up to you! I hope that your decisions will be constructive, not pursuing only your state interests! 

You, future Historical Committee members, will have the opportunity to work on the drafting and adoption of a high-quality document and gain 

colossal experience in diplomatic work, oratory skills and interpersonal business communication. I really hope that you will not only find solutions to 

the problem identified on the agenda of our committee, but also will get the best experience of participating in our UN Model! 

Concluding my letter, I would like to thank Nuraiym SATYLKANOVA and Tayyip AKOĞLU who helped me in compiling this Study Guide 

and worked hard to make the work of our committee more comfortable and constructive for you! 

Let's make ANKA Model of the United Nations unforgettable together! 

For any of your inquiries, please, feel free to contact with me from s.khadi.i@mail.ru ! 

 

Sincerely yours, 

Khadizhat Saikhanova 

Under-Secretary-General of Historical Committee 

 

mailto:s.khadi.i@mail.ru
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INTRODUCTION 

 

The Korean War is a conflict between the Democratic People’s 

Republic of Korea (North Korea) and the Republic of Korea (South 

Korea), which lasted officially from June 25, 1950 to July 27, 1953. But 

the conflict are not done till date. Often, this Cold War conflict is seen as 

an indirect war between the United States, its allies and the forces of the 

PRC1 and the USSR. 

The Korean War is a war that lasted three years and caused huge 

losses in both manpower and military force. In recent years, interest in 

various aspects of the history of the 1950-1953 war in Korea has revived 

among the international community. This is both due to the ongoing 

efforts of historians and political scientists to study the origins and 

consequences of this first large-scale military conflict after the Second 

World War, and to the current relevance of the Korean problem, which 

has its roots in its military history. 

At the same time, the deepening of scientists' attention to Korean 

problems was facilitated by the introduction in recent years of many 

historical documents from the archives of Russia and some other 

countries into the scientific circulation. At a new source level, 

discussions resumed on key issues of the history of the Korean war: who 

 
1 PRS - People's Republic of China 

prepared it and how, who is responsible for its results and consequences, 

the current state of the Korean problem, and so on.     

With the development of the Cold War and the confrontation 

between the USSR and the USA, the situation on the Korean Peninsula 

became more and more aggravated. Armed clashes on the 38th parallel, 

along which the border between the DPRK and the Republic of Korea 

passed, occurred more and more often. 

All this took place against the background of important political 

changes that took place in the Far Eastern region. In the fall of 1949, the 

People's Revolution triumphed in China, and the Communists led the 

leadership of the new People's Democratic State — the People’s 

Republic of China. In February 1950, the PRC signed an agreement with 

the USSR on friendship, alliance, and mutual assistance. The Union of 

the USSR and the PRC, in a situation where both communist powers 

supported the people's democratic regime in the DPRK in every way, 

contributed to the desire of the North Korean leadership to unite the 

whole country by military means. But previously, the head of the DPRK, 

Kim Il Sung, wanted to enlist the approval of the North Korean campaign 

to the south from the USSR and the PRC. 



 

It cannot be said that in the West there were no political changes. 

Death of F.D. Roosevelt in 1945 marked the end of the period of US 

foreign policy associated with US-Soviet cooperation during the war 

years. The new US President Harry Truman immediately announced his 

intention to be “firm” in relations with the Soviet Union, which entailed 

a change in the very foundation of American foreign policy - an approach 

to the USSR, and, consequently, a departure from the principles of a 

coordinated policy enshrined in the Yalta agreements. In June 1945                   

G. Truman could not cross out everything, the administration was too 

interested in the USSR participating in the war with Japan, and the US 

public opinion was not ready for such a turn. At this stage, he had to 

cooperate with the USSR in the interests of the immediate, if possible, 

unilateral benefit. 

The decisions on Korea were agreed and concretized precisely at 

that time, and they already had a clear imprint of the Truman course. The 

United States made efforts to secure the most positions before the 

outbreak of hostilities against Japan. Not limited to the occupation of the 

main part of Japan, they sought to secure the right to occupy, if not all, 

then at least part of the Korean Peninsula. Subsequently, the UN forces 

also played a huge role in the Korean conflict.   

In this Study Guide, we will examine the history of the Korean War, directly highlighting the background to the conflict. The S. Guide will provide 

not only a historical summary, but also the current situation of the conflict. However, honorable delegates, we will take up meetings from a certain date 

from the past at the meetings to allow you to change history and possibly find a better outcome for the bloody Korean War. 



 

NAMES 

 

In South Korea, the war is usually referred to as “625” or the “6–

2–5 Upheaval” (6.25 동란, yook-i-o dongnan), reflecting the date of its 

commencement on 25 June. In North Korea, the war is officially referred 

to as the “Fatherland Liberation War” (Choguk haebang chǒnjaeng) or 

alternatively the “Chosǒn (Korean) War” (조선전쟁, Chosǒn 

chǒnjaeng). 

In China, the war is officially called the “War to Resist America 

and Aid Korea” although the term “Chaoxian (Korean) War” is also used 

in unofficial contexts, along with the term “Hán (Korean) War” more 

commonly used in regions such as Hong Kong and Macau. 

In the US, the war was initially described by President Harry S. 

Truman as a “police action” as the United States never formally declared 

war on its opponents and the operation was conducted under the auspices 

of the United Nations. It has been sometimes referred to in the English-

speaking world as “The Forgotten War” or “The Unknown War” because 

of the lack of public attention it received both during and after the war, 

relative to the global scale of World War II, which preceded it, and the 

subsequent angst of the Vietnam War, which succeeded it. And in Russia 

is officially called “Korean War” (Корейская война).

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Names_of_Korea#Chinese-speaking_areas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_S._Truman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_S._Truman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Police_action
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English-speaking_world
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English-speaking_world
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_War


 

THE CAUSES AND BACKGROUND OF THE KOREAN WAR

 

The second half of the twentieth century began alarmingly. The 

Cold War was raging in the world. Former allies of the anti-Hitler 

coalition stood on opposite sides of the barricades, the confrontation 

between them grew. The arms race that unfolded between the NATO 

bloc, led by the United States, on one hand, and the USSR with its allies, 

on the other, was gaining strength. Conflicts of varying degrees of 

tension flared up and went out. Hot spots arose where the interests of the 

parties clashed. One of these points in the early 50s was the Korean 

Peninsula. 

Korea, annexed by Japan after the Russo-Japanese War, was 

promised independence by the Allies at the Cairo Conference (December 

1, 1943). The decision was enshrined in the Potsdam Declaration (June 

26, 1945). When Japan surrendered in World War II, the allies reached 

an agreement (August 15, 1945) on the establishment of a dividing line 

along the 38th parallel, to the north of which Japanese troops would 

surrender to the USSR, and to the south - the United States. Following 

the conditions of surrender, the USSR considered the 38th parallel to be 

a political border: an “iron curtain” fell along it. 

In accordance with the decisions of the Moscow meeting of 

foreign ministers, the tasks of the created Joint Soviet-American 

Commission included assisting the formation of the Provisional Korean  

 

 

Democratic Government and developing appropriate measures. To this 

end, the Commission, in preparing its proposals, should consult with 

Korean democratic parties and public organizations. The Soviet side in 

the Commission relied primarily on left-wing democratic parties and 

organizations that expressed the will of the people. The United States has 

relied mainly on right-wing forces and social parties and organizations 

oriented toward capitalist America and cooperating with it in South 

Korea. The position taken by the United States on the issue of 

consultations again showed their unwillingness to listen to the voice of 

the Korean people, a direct opposition to the creation of an independent 

democratic Korea. The American government deliberately tried to 

exclude the participation in consultations of representatives of 

democratic parties, trade union, peasant, women's, youth and other 

organizations of the South. It insisted on consultations with those parties 

and groups that opposed the Moscow decisions in December 1945. 

The Soviet Union, on the contrary, was pursuing a line in the 

Commission to widely consult as many Korean democratic parties and 

public organizations as possible, that is, those who expressed the true 

interests of the people. As a result of the activities of the United States, 

the Commission could not come to any decisions until May 1946, and its 

work was interrupted. 



 

Meanwhile, the main line of political and democratic 

development of Korea was increasingly shifting to the North. Under the 

leadership of the Labor Party, on the basis of the reforms carried out with 

the active participation of the working masses and the constant assistance 

of the Soviet Union, the process of consolidation of progressive forces 

was unfolding, the struggle for national unity and democracy, for the 

creation of an independent, truly national state intensified and expanded 

on a nationwide scale. North Korea became the center, uniting the efforts 

of the whole nation, aimed at forming an interim democratic government 

of a united Korea. The people's power in the North pursued an initiative 

policy in matters of unification of the country and its political structure, 

coordinating the most important actions with the Soviet Union. 

At the constituent congress of the Labor Party of North Korea on 

August 29, 1946, the central task of the Korean people was defined as 

follows: “To overcome the anti-people’s reaction line of South Korea ss 

soon as possible, to implement there, as in North Korea, consistent 

democratic transformations and thereby build a new, democratic Korea 

united and independent”. The most important condition for solving this 

problem was the comprehensive strengthening of the United Democratic 

National Front - the unification of all the patriotic, democratic forces of 

Korea. 

The united front tactics adopted by the Communists of North 

Korea as the central link in the struggle for the unity of the country was 

a tried and tested means of uniting social forces in the struggle for 

freedom and democracy. Nominated by the 7th Congress of the 

Comintern, it was already used by the Korean Communists in the 

struggle for the liberation of Korea from Japanese colonial rule. Now, in 

the conditions of the division of the country, the United Democratic 

National Front has become a particularly relevant and effective form of 

struggle for a democratic solution to the problem of unification of the 

homeland. This line of popular power in North Korea was also relevant 

for another reason. In South Korea, the struggle of the masses against the 

policy of the American military administration, which prevented the 

creation of the Provisional Government of Korea in the Joint 

Commission, was increasing at that time. The Labor Party and the United 

Democratic National Front of South Korea joined in this struggle. The 

largest rally was the strike of the railway workers, which grew into a 

general political rally of workers, peasants and other sections of the 

population, requiring, in particular, the immediate resumption of the 

activities of the Joint Commission. In December 1946, the Right-Wing 

Group sent Lee Seung Man to Washington to persuade the United States 

to take responsibility for creating a separate government for South Korea. 

He told the American ruling parties that supposedly "the Russians would 

not agree to the creation of a free government for all of Korea." Lee 

Seung Man suggested: organize elections for the South Korean 

government, which should function as long as Korea is divided, and 

general elections immediately after its unification; accept this 

government at the UN and allow it to negotiate directly with the 



 

governments of the USSR and the USA regarding the problems of 

occupation of the North and South of Korea; maintain US troops in South 

Korea until both foreign armies are withdrawn simultaneously. 

US Secretary of State Marshall and the head of the US military 

administration in South Korea, General Hodge, then rejected Lee Seung 

Man's plan and continued to insist on a custody plan, arguing that it was 

the only right way to unite Korea. After that, the situation inside Korea 

sharply worsened: Hodge, in a report to Washington in February 1947, 

wrote that a civil war was inevitable if the US and USSR governments 

did not take immediate measures to unite Korea. On the American side, 

such a “measure” was the recommendations of General D. MacArthur on 

the Korean question. They included: referring the Korean problem to the 

UN General Assembly; the formation of a commission on Korea, which 

would consist of representatives of disinterested states, in order to 

monitor the Korean problem and make recommendations on the merits; 

further meetings between the governments of the USA, USSR, China and 

Great Britain in order to work out an acceptable solution for 

implementing Article 3 of the Moscow meeting of foreign ministers with 

regard to Korea; high-level meetings of representatives of the USA and 

the USSR to discuss and solve problems that impede the successful 

development of Korea as a political and economic union striving to 

create an independent state. Thus, already in the course of the work of 

the Joint Commission, the United States tried to lay the foundation for a 

future solution to the Korean problem on the American model, that is, it 

created the core of a separate reactionary South Korean government. 

After a new powerful wave of strikes and actions by the working 

masses of South Korea, which received the unanimous support of the 

people of North Korea, in favor of the resumption of the Joint 

Commission and the Soviet Union's active initiative in this regard, the 

Joint Commission again began to work. 

It should be emphasized that the international situation during this 

period significantly worsened - the height of the Cold War, the time of 

the proclamation of the doctrine of “containment of communism”, the 

harsh political course of President G. Truman, and the implementation 

of the enslaving “Marshall Plan”. Nevertheless, even in such adverse 

conditions, thanks to the persistent efforts of the USSR, despite the 

resistance and tactics of the puffs from the American side, the Joint 

Commission nevertheless achieved some results by the end of 1947. 

Democratic parties and public organizations of North and South Korea 

submitted applications to the Joint Commission on the intention to 

participate in oral consultations with her, identified their representatives 

for this, outlined their thoughts on the structure and principles of the 

Provisional Korean Democratic Government and authorities and on the 

political platform of the Provisional Government. It is noteworthy that 

representatives from 39 political parties and 386 public organizations 

were allocated from the southern zone. They claimed to represent 52 

million people, which exceeded the population of all of Korea by 20 



 

million and testified to obvious falsification and fraud. From the North 3 

parties and 35 public organizations were represented. The Soviet side 

proposed reducing the number of parties and groups from the South to 

118, but the American side refused to do so, saying that such a move 

would actually lead to Communist rule in the future Korean government. 

Nevertheless, the first results achieved quite clearly and unequivocally 

indicated that the Korean people see the future of the nation in 

independent democratic development. However, this is precisely what 

caused serious fears of internal and external reactions. 

On September 17, 1947, another effort was made to reach an 

agreement with the American side: it was proposed to proceed with the 

implementation of those issues on which the points of view of both 

delegations came closer. However, in this case as well, no clear answer 

was received from the US representatives to the Commission. Finally, on 

September 26, at a meeting of the Joint Commission, on behalf of the 

Soviet government, a new constructive proposal was made: to withdraw 

both Korean and American troops from Korea in early 1948 and provide 

Koreans with the opportunity to form a national government. Thus, the 

Korean people had the prospect of restoring their independence and 

statehood as soon as possible without any outside interference. This 

proposal suggested a radical solution to the Korean problem, eliminating 

immediately the difficulties that arose on the way of the fulfillment by 

the Allied Powers of their earlier obligations. Only the United States and 

its South Korean proteges reacted negatively to this proposal. The US 

refusal to accept it led to the cessation of the Soviet-American Joint 

Commission in October 1947. 

In May 1948, separate elections were held in the territory of South 

Korea under the control of a UN commission created on the initiative of 

the United States. Lee Seung Man, a former professor at the University 

of Washington, was elected to the post of head of state. The government 

of South Korea declared itself the government of the whole country, with 

which, of course, the communist forces of the North did not agree. In the 

summer of 1948, they organized elections for the Supreme People’s 

Assembly of Korea, which on September 9 proclaimed the Democratic 

People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK). Thus, the legal registration of the 

split of Korea into two states took place, with each government declaring 

itself the only legal one. 

For Kim Il Sung, the support of the USSR was especially 

important, which, having restored its national economy after the Second 

World War, was one of the most powerful powers in the world. Kim Il 

Sung is remembered that on October 13, 1948, in a welcome telegram to 

the North Korean government on the occasion of the proclamation of the 

DPRK, I.V. Stalin limited himself to the wishes of success to the new 

government "in its activity on the path of national revival and democratic 

development", without delving into the problems of further relations 

between the two states. Therefore, the head of the DPRK government 

persistently sought Moscow to agree to the visit of the DPRK 



 

government delegation to the Soviet Union. The leader of the North 

Korean Communists needed to find out Stalin’s position on the DPRK. 

Since the end of 1949, relations between the two Korean states 

have become increasingly aggravated. Both governments claimed the 

unification of Korea each under its auspices. In October 1949, South 

Korean President Lee Seung Man, in an interview with American sailors 

in Incheon, stated that "if we have to solve this problem on the battlefield, 

we will do everything that is required of us." At a press conference on 

December 30, 1949, he tightened his stance, stating that "that we should 

unite North and South Korea on our own." On March 1, 1950, speaking 

at a rally in Seoul, Lee Seung Man announced that "the hour of Korean 

unification is drawing near." His Minister of Defense was also not shy in 

expressions. On February 9, 1950, he declared: "We are fully prepared 

to fight for the restoration of the lost territory and are only waiting for an 

order." 

The United States also did a lot to ensure that, as the then 

American ambassador to Seoul J. Muccio said, "to bring the time of a 

general offensive to the territory north of the 38th parallel." The chief 

military adviser to the United States in South Korea, General W. Roberts, 

in January 1950, five months before the outbreak of the war, at a meeting 

with South Korean ministers indicated that “we will begin the attack”, 

although he stipulated that an excuse should be created for the attack to 

it had a good reason. 

‘To the north of the 38th parallel, very belligerent plans were also 

hatched, but this was done under the cover of secrecy without broadcast 

statements. Intensive deliveries of weapons, military equipment, and 

ammunition from the USSR to North Korea continued throughout 1949. 

1950 introduced nuances. January 19, 1950 the Kremlin received an 

important message from Pyongyang. The Soviet ambassador Shtykov 

reported: “In the evening, a reception was held at the Chinese embassy 

in connection with the departure of the ambassador. During his visit, Kim 

Il Sung told me the following: now that China’s liberation is ending, the 

question of Korea’s liberation is next in turn. The partisans will not 

decide the case. I do not sleep at night thinking about reunion. Mao said 

that it is not necessary to step south. But if Lee Son Man will advance, 

then we must go on the counterattack. But Lee Seung Man doesn’t attack 

... He, Kim Il Sung, needs to visit Stalin and ask permission to attack to 

liberate South Korea. Mao promised help, and he, Kim Il Sung, will meet 

with him. Kim Il Sung insisted on a personal report to Stalin on 

permission to advance south from the North. Kim Il Sung was intoxicated 

and had conversations in an excited state. " 

Stalin was in no hurry to answer. He exchanged messages with 

Mao Zedong, who believed that the issue should be discussed. Only after 

this, on January 30, 1950, the encryption went from Moscow from Stalin 

to Pyongyang: “I received the message of January 19, 1950. Such a big 

deal needs to be prepared. The case must be organized so that there is 

not much risk…” 



 

In Pyongyang, the telegram was regarded as consent to the 

operation with the condition of achieving guaranteed success. After 

another consultation with Beijing, Stalin agreed on February 9 to prepare 

for a large-scale operation on the Korean peninsula, endorsing 

Pyongyang’s intention to unite his homeland by military means. 

Following this, deliveries from the USSR of tanks, artillery, small arms, 

ammunition, medicines, and oil sharply increased. At the headquarters of 

the Korean army, with the participation of Soviet advisers, a plan for a 

large-scale operation was being developed in deep secrecy, and several 

new Korean formations were being accelerated. But Stalin, having 

agreed to Kim Il Sung’s campaign, was still hesitating. He feared US 

armed intervention in the conflict between North and South Korea, which 

could lead to unpredictable consequences, and maybe to a direct 

confrontation of the two superpowers, which threatened a nuclear war. 

Therefore, as he believed, Moscow should, on the one hand, secure 

Beijing’s consent to support the DPRK’s actions to force Korean 

unification, and on the other, if possible, distance itself from the probable 

participation of the USSR in the brewing conflict in order to avoid the 

risk of being drawn into a war with the United States , in case of their 

interference in Korean affairs. The Kremlin was increasingly inclined to 

the idea that Kim Il Sung’s approach to the south could succeed if acted 

energetically and quickly. In this case, the North Korean army would 

have managed to take control of the southern part of Korea before the 

Americans could intervene in the course of events.    

The position of the Americans, as it seemed to Moscow, allowed 

us to hope that South Korea did not occupy first places among the 

American strategic priorities in the Far East. Thus, US Secretary of State 

D. Acheson on January 12, 1950, declared that South Korea was not 

included in the "perimeter" of the United States in the Pacific. “My 

speech,” he later recalled, “opened the green light for an attack on South 

Korea.” Of course, this statement by Acheson was taken into account by 

the leaders of North Korea. However, no calculation was made - and 

most likely did not know about it - another important document of the 

US government. In March 1950, the US National Security Council 

drafted a directive - SNB-68, in which the government was 

recommended to harshly contain communism throughout the world. The 

directive stated that the USSR is more inclined to engage in “patchwork 

aggression” than in total war, and any failure of the United States to 

repulse this kind of aggression could lead to a “vicious circle of taking 

too indecisive and belated measures” and a gradual “loss of positions 

under force by pressure.” The United States, as stated in the directive, 

should be prepared to oppose the USSR anywhere in the world without 

making a distinction between “vital and peripheral interests”. September 

30, 1950, US President Harry Truman approved this directive, 

fundamentally changing the US approach to the defense of South Korea. 

 

 



 

In the meantime, preparations for the first large-scale offensive 

operation against Lee Seung Man’s troops were ending in North Korea. 

Encouraged by the support of his great neighbors - the USSR and the 

PRC - Kim Il Sung ordered the invasion. At dawn on June 25, 1950, 

troops of the Korean People’s Army (KPA) launched an offensive inland. 

When the North Koreans developed the offensive on the South, Kim Il 

Sung asked to send Soviet advisers directly to the units leading the battles 

at the forefront. Moscow was followed by a refusal. However, with the 

outbreak of war, despite the great successes of the North Korean forces, 

foreign policy events did not develop as expected in Pyongyang, 

Moscow and Beijing. From the first days of the war, the conflict was 

internationalized as a result of the active intervention of the United 

States. In order for American participation in the war not to be interpreted 

as interference in the internal affairs of Korea, the political leadership of 

the USA made sure to give the actions of its troops a legal character from 

the point of view of international law. The United States put to the vote 

in the UN Security Council the issue of turning the American occupation 

forces in Korea into "UN troops." This action could have been prevented 

by using the right of veto, however, the Soviet representative to the UN, 

Ya.A. Malik, at the direction of Moscow, left the UN Security Council 

meeting, which was a major miscalculation of Stalin's diplomacy. 

 

In addition to the United States, another 15 states were involved 

in the “campaign against communism”, although American troops, of 

course, formed the basis of the interventionist corps. 

Although the war was between the two Koreas, we clearly see 

that these two states were "puppets" of the USSR and the USA. After all, 

the Korean War was the first and biggest conflict after the end of the 

Second World War. Based on this, we can judge that Korea has become 

the starting point for the start of the Cold War. Many sources of the time 

say that only under pressure from the United States did South Korea 

launch an offensive on the DPRK. 

How quickly Moscow and Washington in those days forgot about 

the allied commitments and feelings generated by the commonwealth in 

World War II, rushed into a dangerous battle, which was mainly 

ideological.  



 

THE COURSE OF THE WAR 

                              The outbreak of war (June 25, 1950) 

(First Seoul operation, Suwon operation, Daejeon operation,                 

Naktong operation and Busan perimeter) 

 

In the predawn hours of June 25, North Korean troops crossed the 

border under the guise of artillery. The number of the land group trained 

by Soviet military advisers was 175 thousand people, it consisted of 150 

T-34 tanks, in the air force there were 172 combat aircraft. On the part 

of South Korea, the number of land groups trained by American 

specialists and armed with American weapons amounted to 93 thousand 

people by the start of the war; the South Korean army had almost no 

armored vehicles and had only a dozen light combat-training aircraft2. 

The North Korean government said that the "traitor" Lee Seung Man 

treacherously invaded the territory of the DPRK. The advance of the 

North Korean army in the early days of the war was highly successful. 

Already on June 28, the capital of South Korea, the city of Seoul, was 

captured. The main areas of impact included Keson, Chuncheon, Yijonbu 

and Onjin. Gimpo Seoul Airport was completely destroyed. However, 

the main goal was not achieved - a quick victory did not work, Lee Seung 

Manu and a significant part of the South Korean leadership managed to 

escape and leave the city. The mass uprising that the North Korean 

 
2 Tepsurkaev Yu. G., Krylov L.E. (2008). Stalin's Falcons versus Flying Fortresses. 

Chronicle of the air war in Korea 1950-1953. Moscow: Yauza, Eksmo, 

leadership was counting on did not happen either. However, by mid-

August, up to 90% of the territory of South Korea was occupied by the 

DPRK army. 

The outbreak of war in Korea was unexpected for the United 

States and other Western countries: just a week before it, June 20, US 

Secretary of State Dean Acheson in his report to Congress said that war 

was unlikely3.  

3 Coletta P.E. (1981). The United States Navy and Defense Unification, 1947—1953. 

Delaware: University of Delaware Press. 



 

Truman was informed about the start of the war a few hours after 

it began, due to the fact that he went to his homeland in Missouri for the 

weekend, and US Secretary of State Acheson to Maryland4. 

Despite the post-war demobilization of the U.S. Army, which 

significantly weakened their strength in the region (with the exception of 

the U.S. Marine Corps, the divisions sent to Korea were 40% manned), 

the U.S. still had a large military contingent under General Douglas 

MacArthur in Japan. With the exception of the British Commonwealth, 

no other country had such military power in the region. At the beginning 

of the war, Truman ordered MacArthur to provide the South Korean 

army with military equipment and to evacuate US citizens under the 

cover of aviation. Truman did not heed the advice of his entourage to 

start a war in the air against the DPRK, but ordered the Seventh Fleet to 

provide Taiwan's defense, thus ending the policy of non-interference in 

the struggle of the Chinese Communists and Chiang Kai-shek forces. The 

Kuomintang government, now based in Taiwan, requested military 

assistance, but the US government refused, citing its refusal to intervene 

in a communist China conflict. 

The UN Security Council was convened in New York on June 25, 

with the Korean question on its agenda. The original resolution proposed 

by the Americans was adopted with nine votes in the absence of 

"against." The representative of Yugoslavia abstained, and the Soviet 

 
4 Dennis D. Wainstock. (2013). Truman, MacArthur and the Korean War: June 1950-

July 1951. New York: Enigma Books. 

ambassador Jacob Malik boycotted the vote. According to other sources, 

the USSR did not participate in the vote on the Korean problem, since by 

that moment it had recalled its delegation 5. 

At the same time, some countries of the socialist community 

sharply protested against the actions of the United States. The note of the 

Czechoslovak Foreign Ministry addressed to the US Embassy of July 11, 

1950 specifically stated: 

“The government of the Czechoslovak Republic is already in a 

telegram dated June 29, p. Mr. Secretary-General of the United Nations 

stated that the decision of the members of the Security Council for Korea, 

referred to by the President of the United States of America, grossly 

violates the Charter of the United Nations and is illegal. Moreover, the 

Government of the United States of America has no reason to justify its 

aggression in Korea by an unlawful decision of members of the Security 

Council, because President Truman ordered the American armed forces 

to speak out against the Democratic People's Republic of Korea before 

this illegal decision was made by the Security Council”. 

Other Western powers sided with the United States and provided 

military assistance to the US troops, which were sent to help South 

Korea. However, by August, Allied forces were driven back south to the 

Busan area. Despite UN assistance, arriving UN, US and South Korean 

forces could not get out of the encirclement known as the Busan 

5  Gaddis, John Lewis. The Cold War: a new history. ISBN 1-59420-062-9.  

https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%A1%D0%BB%D1%83%D0%B6%D0%B5%D0%B1%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%8F:%D0%98%D1%81%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%87%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%B8_%D0%BA%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B3/1594200629


 

Perimeter, they could only stabilize the front line along the Naktong 

River. It seemed that the DPRK troops would not have difficulty over 

time occupying the entire Korean peninsula. However, the Allied forces 

managed to go on the offensive by fall of Korean peninsula.  

The most important military operations of the first months of the 

war are the Daejeon offensive operation (July 3–25) and the Naktong 

operation (July 26 – August 20). 

During the Daejeon operation, which was attended by several 

infantry divisions of the DPRK army, artillery regiments and some 

smaller armed formations, the northern coalition managed to force the 

Kimgan River, encircle and divide into two parts the 24th infantry 

division and capture its commander Major General Dean. As a result, the 

troops of South Korea and the United Nations lost (according to the 

Soviet military adviser) 32 thousand soldiers and officers, more than 220 

guns and mortars , 20 tank, 540 machine guns, 1300 cars, etc.6  

During the Naktong operation near the Naktong River, significant 

damage was inflicted on the 25th American infantry and 1st cavalry 

divisions, in the south-west direction the 6th KPA infantry division and 

motorcycle regiment defeated the retreating units of the South Korean 

army, captured the south -western and southern parts of Korea and 

reached the approaches to Masan, forcing the 1st Marine Division to 

retreat to Busan. On August 20, the offensive of the troops of North 

 
6 Obukhov A. (2001). Notes of a military adviser. Smolensk: Internationalists. 

Korea was stopped. The southern coalition retained the Busan 

bridgehead up to 120 km along the front and up to 100-120 km in depth 

and quite successfully defended it. All attempts by the DPRK army to 

break through the front line were unsuccessful. 

 Meanwhile, in early autumn, the southern coalition troops 

received reinforcements and began to break through the Busan perimeter. 

        

 

UN Counteroffensive (September 1950) 

(Incheon landing operation and Second Seoul operation) 

 

The counterattack began on September 15. By this time, there 

were 5 South Korean and 5 American divisions, a British army brigade, 

about 500 tanks, over 1,634 guns and mortars of various calibers, 1,120 

aircraft in the Busan perimeter area. From the sea, a powerful group of 

US Navy and allies - 230 ships, supported a group of ground forces. 

Opposed them 13 divisions of the DPRK army, with 40 tanks and 811 

guns. 

Providing reliable protection from the south, on September 15, 

the southern coalition launched Operation Chromite. In its course, an 

American landing was launched at the port of Incheon near Seoul. The 

landing was carried out in three echelons: in the first echelon - the first 



 

Marine Division, in the second - the seventh Infantry Division, in the 

third - the special forces of the British Army and some parts of the South 

Korean army. The next day, Incheon was captured, the landed forces 

broke through the defenses of the North Korean army and launched an 

offensive in the direction of Seoul. In the south, a counter-offensive was 

launched from the Daegu region with a group of 2 South Korean army 

corps, 7 American infantry divisions and 36 artillery divisions.  

 Both advancing groups united on September 27 near Esan 

County, thus encircling the 1st Army Group of the DPRK Army.  

The next day, UN forces seized Seoul, and on October 8 reached 

the 38th parallel. After a series of battles in the area of the former border 

of the two states, the forces of the southern coalition on October 11 again 

went on the offensive towards Pyongyang.  

Although the northerners at a feverish pace built two defensive 

lines at a distance of 160 and 240 km north of the 38th parallel, they were 

clearly not strong enough, and the situation that completed the formation 

of the division did not change. The enemy could carry out both hourly 

and daily duration artillery bombardment and airstrikes.  

To support the operation to capture the DPRK capital on October 

20, five thousandth airborne assault forces were thrown 40–45 kilometers 

north of the city. The capital of the DPRK has fallen. 

 

               American landing ships in the port of Incheon 



 

The intervention of China and the USSR (October 1950) 

(Unsan operation, Pyongyang-Hunnam operation, Third Seoul 

operation, Hangan-Hwenson operation and Seoul operation) 

 

By the end of September, it became clear that the North Korean 

armed forces were defeated, and that the occupation of the entire territory 

of the Korean Peninsula by US-South Korean troops is only a matter of 

time. Under these conditions, during the first week of October, active 

consultations continued between the leadership of the USSR and China. 

In the end, it was decided to send parts of the Chinese army to Korea. 

Preparations for such an option have been going on since the end of 

spring 1950, when Stalin and Kim Il Sung informed Mao of the 

impending attack on South Korea. 

The PRC leadership has publicly stated that China will enter the 

war if any non-Korean military forces cross the 38th parallel. In early 

October, a warning was transmitted to the UN through the Indian 

Ambassador to China. However, President Truman did not believe in the 

possibility of widespread Chinese intervention, claiming that the Chinese 

warnings were only "attempts to blackmail the UN.  

The very day after American troops crossed the border of North 

Korea on October 8, 1950, Chairman Mao ordered the Chinese army to 

approach the Yalu River and be ready to force it. “If we allow the United 

States to occupy the entire Korean peninsula [...], we must be prepared 

for them to declare war on China,” he told to Stalin. Prime Minister 

Zhou Enlai was urgently sent to Moscow to convey the ideas of Mao to 

the Soviet leadership. Mao, waiting for help from Stalin, postponed the 

date of entry into the war for several days, from October 13 to October 

19. 

    Commanders of the Chinese forces in the Korean War: 

  (from left to right) Chen Gen, Peng Dehua and Den Hua 

 

However, the USSR limited itself to air support, and the Soviet 

MiG-15s were not supposed to fly closer to the front line closer than 100 

km. Soviet MiG-15 aircraft prevailed over American F-80. In response, 

the United States threw more modern F-86 into the conflict zone. As 

early as June 25, Air Force General Vandenberg received instructions to 

prepare for nuclear strikes at military bases in Siberia if the Soviet Union 

participated in the Korean conflict.  

On October 15, 1950, Truman went to Wake Atoll to discuss the 

possibility of Chinese intervention and measures to limit the scale of the 

Korean War. There, General MacArthur convinced President Truman 

https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lockheed_F-80_Shooting_Star
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_American_F-86_Sabre


 

that "if the Chinese try to enter Pyongyang, there will be a large logging 

site. 

China could no longer wait. By mid-October, the question of the 

entry of Chinese forces into the war had been resolved and agreed with 

Moscow. The offensive of the 270,000th Chinese army under the 

command of General Peng Dehua began on October 25, 1950. Using the 

effect of surprise, the Chinese army crushed the defense of the UN forces, 

but then retreated to the mountains. The eighth American Army was 

forced to defend along the southern bank of the Hengan River. UN 

forces, despite this blow, continued their offensive towards the Yalu 

River. At the same time, in order to avoid formal conflicts, the Chinese 

units operating in Korea were called "Chinese people's volunteers." 

In late November, the Chinese launched a second offensive. In 

order to lure the Americans from a strong defensive position between 

Hangang and Pyongyang, Peng ordered his units to imitate the panic. On 

November 24, MacArthur sent South divisions directly into the trap. 

Bypassing the UN troops from the west, the Chinese surrounded them 

with a 420,000th army and inflicted a flank attack on the 8th American 

army. In the east, at the Battle of Chosin Reservoir (November 26 - 

December 13), a regiment of the 7th US Infantry Division was defeated. 

In north-east Korea, UN forces retreated to the city of Hynnam, 

where, having built a defensive line, they began evacuation in December 

 
7 Stokesbury, James L. (1990). A Short History of the Korean War. New York: Harper 

Perennial. ISBN 0-688-09513-5. 

1950. About 100 thousand military men and the same number of Korean 

civilians were loaded onto military and merchant ships and successfully 

transported to South Korea. 

On January 4, 1951, the DPRK in alliance with China captured 

Seoul. The 8th American Army (which included a partisan formation 

from North Korean anti-Communists) and the 10th Corps were forced to 

retreat. General Walker, who died in a car accident, was replaced by 

Lieutenant General Matthew Ridgway, who commanded the airborne 

forces during World War II. Ridgway immediately set about 

strengthening the morale of his soldiers, but the situation was so critical 

for the Americans that the command seriously considered using nuclear 

weapons 7. 

Stopping the advance of North Korean troops and Chinese 

volunteers, the US command decided to counterattack. It was preceded 

by the local operations “Hunting for wolves” (January 20th), “Thunder” 

(started on January 25th) and “Surroundings”. As a result of the 

operation, which began on February 21, 1951, the UN forces managed to 

significantly push the Chinese army to the north, beyond the Hangan 

River. The main role was given to aviation and artillery. The Ridgeway 

method used during the counterattack was later called the “meat grinder” 

or “grinding the enemy’s manpower”. 



 

Finally, on March 7, an order was issued to commence Operation 

Ripper. Two lines of counteroffensive were chosen in the central part of 

the front line. The operation developed successfully, and in mid-March, 

the forces of the southern coalition crossed the Hangang River and 

occupied Seoul. However, on April 22, the troops of the North launched 

their counteroffensive. One blow was dealt in the western sector of the 

front, and two auxiliary - in the center and in the east. They broke through 

the UN line of forces, divided American forces into isolated groups and 

rushed to Seoul. In the direction of the main attack was the 29th British 

brigade, which occupied a position on the Imgingan River. Having lost 

more than a quarter of the personnel in the battle, the brigade was forced 

to retreat. In total, during the offensive from April 22 to 29, up to 20 

thousand soldiers and officers of the American and South Korean troops 

were wounded and captured. Losses of Chinese forces amounted to over 

70 thousand people8. 

On April 11, 1951, by order of Truman, General MacArthur was 

removed from command of the troops. There were several reasons for 

this, including a meeting between MacArthur and Chiang Kai-shek at the 

diplomatic level and inaccurate information about the number of Chinese 

troops near the Korean border transmitted to him by Truman on Wake 

Atoll. In addition, MacArthur openly insisted on a nuclear strike on 

China, despite Truman’s reluctance to spread the war from the territory 

 
8  Luis Camacho. Grave and Ever Present Danger  

of the Korean Peninsula and the possibility of a nuclear conflict with the 

USSR. Truman was not enthusiastic about MacArthur appropriating 

powers belonging exclusively to the Supreme Commander, who was 

Truman himself. The military elite fully supported the president. 

MacArthur was replaced by the former commander of the 8th Army, 

General Ridgway, the new commander of the 8th Army was Lieutenant 

General Van Fleet. 

On May 16, the next offensive of the northern coalition forces 

began, which was rather unsuccessful. It was stopped on May 21, after 

which the UN forces launched a full-scale offensive on the entire front. 

The army of the North was thrown back for the 38th parallel. The 

southern coalition did not develop success, limiting itself to reaching the 

lines occupied by it after Operation Ripper. 

The American historian and veteran of the Korean War, Bevin 

Alexander, described the tactics of the Chinese troops in his book “How 

Wars are Won”: 

“The Chinese had no aircraft, only rifles, machine guns, hand 

grenades and mortars. Against a much more well-equipped American 

army, they used the same tactics that they used against the nationalists 

during the civil war of 1946-1949. The Chinese attacked mainly at night, 

and they chose smaller military formations — a company or platoon — 

and then attacked, using numerical superiority. Typically, the attackers 

http://www.valerosos.com/CCFSpringOffensive.pdf


 

were divided into several parts of 50-200 people: while one part of the 

attackers cut off the escape routes, others with concerted efforts attacked 

from the front and flanks. The attacks continued until the defenders were 

defeated or captured. Then the Chinese moved to the open flank closer 

to the next platoon and repeated their tactics”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
9 Stanley Sandler. (1995). The Korean War: An Encyclopedia. USA: Routledge. 

The fighting comes to a standstill (July 1951) 

By June 1951, the war had reached a critical point. Despite the 

heavy losses, each side had an army of about a million people. Despite 

the superiority in technical means, the United States and allies were not 

able to achieve a decisive advantage. It became clear to all parties to the 

conflict that achieving a military victory at a reasonable price would be 

impossible, and that negotiations on a ceasefire were needed. For the first 

time, the parties sat down at the negotiating table in Queson on July 8, 

1951, but even during the discussions, hostilities continued. 

The goal of the UN forces was to restore the Republic of Korea 

to the pre-war limits. The Chinese command put forward similar 

conditions. Both sides supported their demands with bloody offensive 

operations. Despite the bloody hostilities, the final period of the war was 

characterized by only relatively small changes in the front line and long 

periods of discussion about a possible end to the conflict. 

By the beginning of winter, the main subject of negotiations was 

the repatriation of prisoners of war. The communists agreed to voluntary 

repatriation on the condition that all North Korean and Chinese prisoners 

of war be returned to their homeland. However, about one third of them 

did not want to return9. In addition, a significant portion of North Korean 

prisoners of war were in fact citizens of Communist China who fought 

on the side of the North. 

https://books.google.ru/books?id=Ff2t3UM-bkMC&pg=SA2-PA73&lpg=SA2-PA73&dq=


 

«We are fighting in Korea so we won’t have to fight in Wichita, 

or in Chicago, or in New Orleans, or in San Francisco Bay»10 

— President Harry S. Truman, 1952 

 

• UN troops suffered heavy losses in armored vehicles. According 

to the official American report "Employment of armor in Korea" 

they compiled: 

• From July 1, 1950 to January 21, 1951, the tanks and self-

propelled guns of the United States were disabled: 

• • For military reasons: 115 M4A3, 54 M26, 15 M46, 23 M24, 6 

M32 and 2 M45. 

• • For technical reasons: 105 M4A3, 102 M26, 72 M46, 38 M24, 

15 M32 and 6 M45. 

• From January 21, 1951 to April 8, 1951 the following were 

disabled: 

• • For military reasons: 86 M4A3, 3 M26, 17 M46, 17 M24 and 3 

M32. 

• • For technical reasons: 92 M4A3, 17 M26, 55 M46, 28 M24 and 

16 M32. 

• From April 8, 1951 to October 6, 1951, the following were 

disabled: 

 
10 Paul Atwood. “Why Does North Korea Want Nukes?”. 

https://www.informationclearinghouse.info/46919.htm 

• • For military reasons: 138 M4A3, 47 M26, 49 M46, 19 M24 and 

5 M32. 

• For technical reasons: 224 M4A3, 103 M26, 567 M46, 70 M24 

and 47 M32. 

In total, the tanks and self-propelled guns of the United States 

were disabled from July 1, 1950 to October 6, 1951: 760 M4A3, 326 

M26, 774 M46, 195 M24, 92 M32 and 8 M45. That gives a total of 2155 

units of disabled heavy armored vehicles, about a third of them were lost 

forever. 

From July 1, 1950 to April 8, 1951, British tanks were disabled: 

31 Cromwell, 16 Churchill and 13 Centurions. 

Losses in the subsequent period of the war are unknown11. 

 

  

11 Employment of armor in Korea. Vol.1,2 General Military History. 



 

 

Armistice Treaty and Further Developments 

Dwight Eisenhower, who was elected president of the United 

States on November 4, 1952, had traveled to Korea before taking office, 

in order to find out on the spot what could be done to end the war. 

However, the turning point was the death of Stalin on March 5, 1953, 

shortly after which the Presidium of the CPSU Central Committee voted 

to end the war. Having lost support from the USSR, China agreed to the 

voluntary repatriation of prisoners of war, subject to the elimination of 

"refuseniks" by a neutral international agency, which included 

representatives of Sweden, Switzerland, Poland, Czechoslovakia and 

India. April 20, 1953 began the exchange of the first sick and mutilated 

prisoners. 

After the UN accepted the ceasefire with India, the treaty was 

concluded on July 27, 1953. It is noteworthy that the representative of 

South Korea, General Choi Dok Sin refused to sign the document, since 

the regime of Lee Seung Man, at that time much more odious than the 

North Korean, advocated the continuation of the war. On behalf of the 

UN forces, the signature on the contract was put by the commander of 

the American contingent, General M. Clark. The front line was fixed in 

the region of the 38th parallel, and around it the demilitarized 

zone (DMZ) was proclaimed. DMZ runs somewhat north of the 38th 

 
12  http://ru.journal-neo.org/2013/06/10/the-korean-war-and-the-peace-treaty-issue/ 

parallel in its eastern part and slightly south in the west. The venue for 

peace talks, Kaesong, the old capital of Korea, was part of South Korea 

before the war, but now it is a city with special DPRK status. To this day, 

a peace treaty that would formally end the war has not been signed. 

In order to conclude a peace treaty, in April 1954 a peace 

conference was convened in Geneva (Switzerland), which, however, 

ended to no avail. North and South made their package of proposals that 

are not compatible with each other's ideas. Although the “north” was 

more inclined to make concessions, the United States and its allies took 

an ultimatum position, refusing to fix preliminary agreements even in 

those situations where the points of view coincided. On June 16, 1954, 

rejecting the next package of proposals of the USSR and the DPRK, the 

countries participating in the intervention announced that "the meeting 

did not come to an agreement"12. 

In January 1958, the United States deployed nuclear weapons in 

South Korea, which contradicted clause 13d of the Armistice Treaty, 

thereby unilaterally canceling one of its most important articles. Nuclear 

weapons were completely removed from the country in 1991. 

On December 13, 1991, the DPRK and the Republic of Korea 

signed an agreement on reconciliation, non-aggression, cooperation and 

exchanges with the mediation of the United Nations. In it, both Korean 

states actually recognized each other's sovereignty and independence. 

 

http://ru.journal-neo.org/2013/06/10/the-korean-war-and-the-peace-treaty-issue/


 

The DPRK and the Republic of Korea have pledged not to interfere in 

each other’s domestic affairs, not to take hostile actions against each 

other, and to respect each other’s socio-economic systems. 

However, earlier agreements were disavowed by Lee Myung Bak 

in 2010 (after the incident with the sinking of the Cheonan corvette), and 

the Korean crisis of 2013  led to the fact that the DPRK ceased to 

consider itself bound by the terms of not only the 1953 Agreement, but 

also the 1991 document of the year. On March 8, 2013, the DPRK 

government annulled a non-aggression peace treaty with South Korea13. 

 “All actions of the government, political parties and 

organizations will now proceed from the fact that our country is at war 

with the South,” - North Korean Central Telegraph Agency, 03/30/2013. 

 

  

 
13 DPRK annulled non-aggression pact with South Korea. RBC. Date of treatment 

March 8, 2013. Archived March 9, 2013. 



 

                     EVALUATION FOR 2018 

On April 27, 2018, the whole world watched a bilateral meeting 

between the leaders of North and South Korea: leader Kim Jong-un and 

President Moon Jae-in. They met at the first in the recent history of the 

two states internal summit. Thus, the leader of North Korea for the first 

time in 65 years crossed the marked border of the once united country, 

divided into two. 

The meeting was surrounded not only by hopes and optimism 

about the future, but also by the skepticism of the rest of the world amid 

speculation about the changes that the summit could create. 

After lengthy morning discussions, President Moon Jae In and 

leader Kim Jong-un signed and announced a statement prepared by 

delegates from both sides. In it, the heads of the two Koreas stated that 

they agree to officially end the Korean War in this (2018) year (recall 

that earlier the confrontation ended with the split of a single state into 

two parts with the border between the north and the south in 1953), as 

well as the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      CONCLUSION 

The Korean War greatly influenced the international situation of 

the 50s. It was designed to show the whole world what the inter-regional 

conflict could lead to, and the fact that any country could become a 

springboard for military operations of more powerful states trying to 

divide the world between themselves or achieve world domination. In 

vain were huge human losses on both sides, which did not lead to 

anything. It would seem that world leaders should understand that the 

death of a huge number of innocent people can be avoided, but the next 

conflicts of our time show that politics does not spare anyone. 

The Korean War is important for several reasons. It was the first 

war in the nuclear age. Although nuclear weapons were not used, there 

was a threat of their use. This war was a struggle between two ideologies. 

In general, it ended with the restoration of the situation that existed 

before the outbreak of hostilities. Despite the enormous costs and losses, 

the United States was unable to win this war - the overall balance of 

power was characterized by relative equilibrium. The hostilities ended, 

but no final settlement of the Korean issue, as provided for by the Peace 

Agreement, was reached. The United States, without waiting for the 

convening of a political conference on Korea, on October 1, 1953 signed 

a mutual defense treaty in Washington with South Korea. In addition, the 

United States was granted the right to deploy its ground forces, air forces 

and naval forces on South Korean territory. 



 

The signing of this agreement was a mutually beneficial deal: in 

exchange for the obligation to protect South Korea from the “communist 

invasion" of the United States were able to create their own military bases 

on its territory. With this treaty, the United States secured South Korea's 

membership in the system of world capitalism and, turning its military-

strategic base, made it an instrument of its policy in the Far East. 

At the Geneva meeting, which opened in April 1954, the United 

States and South Korea came out with a unified position supported by 

other Western countries: either a settlement on the basis of a UNGA 

resolution of October 7, 1950 (that is, the actual expansion of the South 

Korean political regime throughout Korea through elections under the 

supervision of the UN and on the basis of the "legislative acts" of the 

"sole legitimate government" of South Korea), or no settlement at all. 

Rejecting the DPRK proposals supported by the USSR and China, the 

United States and South Korea foiled a peaceful settlement of the Korean 

problem in Geneva. Through the fault of the United States and South 

Korean rulers, Korea remained divided, and the Korean Peninsula 

It has become a hotbed of ever-smoldering conflict, which has 

repeatedly led to exacerbation of international tension in the Far East. 

The war of 1950-1953, according to a fair assessment, became A. 

Torkunov “one of the factors of the deepening of the Cold War, 

stimulating the formation of opposing military blocs, provoking new 

political and ideological conflicts, pushing one superpower to 

mercilessly suppress democracy, like“ Trojan horse "of the West, and 

the second - to violent opposition to the national liberation movement 

and socio-political development in the" third world ".  
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