
2019 

 In December 2019, the civil war in Syrian Arab Republic that claimed more than 

370.000 casualties and caused more than 5.5 million people to become refugees continues, 

although it is almost certain that, with the help coming from Russian military and Iranian 

militia, president Bashar Al-Assad has won the civil war. This perception was strengthened 

with the departure of the military personnel of United States of America from the Syrian soil 

in accordance with the decision made by president Donald Trump [1], although the decision 

changed after a short while. It is believed that the Syrian-Russian-Iranian alliance has won the 

war, with the partial support of Turkey to it, which is supported by the fact that United States 

of America was not invited to be a part of the Astana peace talks between the opposition 

militia groups and the Syrian government [2].  

 Operation Peace Spring [3] conducted on the northern part of Syria by Turkey and 

Syrian National Army (SNA) against the USA-backed and Saudi-supported SDF (Syrian 

Democratic Forces), which includes YPG (Yekîneyên Parastina Gel / People’s Protection 

Units), a group recognized terrorist by Turkish Republic because of its links with the PKK 

(Partiya Karkerên Kurdistanê / The Kurdistan Workers’ Party), as well as the operation 

conducted against Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi [4], the leader of ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq and 

Syria), by the American military delayed the anticipated ultimate victory of Assad and its 

forces. 

The earlier was an intervention by the Turkish Army to Syrian soil with the 

participation of the opposition army, self-proclaimed Syrian National Army (SNA) was 

perceived as an invasion and an attack to the territorial integrity of Syria by many states in the 

world, and since a direct conflict would cause a war between the states of Turkish Republic 

and Syrian Arab Republic, it was a topic of contention that was needed to be solved before 

Assad could declare his ultimate victory. The Turkish side, which insisted on a secure area for 



Syrian refugees to return to, first sought to broker a deal with the American side regarding this 

topic, however, could not get the desired result [5]. Then, the Turkish side came to an 

agreement with Russia, which sidelined the United States of America as an actor. This was 

another reason why Russia had been perceived as the uncontested leading actor in the Syrian 

civil war. [6] 

The latter was a direct challenge to the sovereignty of Syria by the United States of 

America because although the operation was conducted against the leader of ISIS, Al- 

Baghdadi, American President Donald Trump later declared that the oil wells in the area that 

were previously under the control of ISIS is now under their control, which was the main 

reason why he reverted from his policy of withdrawing US troops from Syria [7]. 

 Despite these setbacks on Syria’s and Assad’s part, a constitutional committee 

composed of 45 member bodies were able to come together in Geneva, Switzerland to discuss 

a new constitution for Syria. This committee included a total of 150 participants, 

representatives from both sides of the civil war [8]. So, by the end of 2019, Bashar Al-Assad 

seems to be the victor of the civil war, Russia is regarded the uncontested leading actor in the 

region, Turkey is a regional actor acting according to its own interests, Iran is an aide to 

Assad, and United States is being more and more excluded day by day. 

2020 

 On March 2020, the already unsuccessful [9] constitutional committee operating in 

Geneva dissolved itself, and the armed conflicts re-escalated. The opposition army, Syrian 

National Army increased its attacks both on the YPG fronts in the Syrian soil and Assad’s 

Syrian army. Syrian army, with the help it receives from Russian army and Iranian militia, 

continued to hold its ground against the increased SNA attacks. Both SNA and the Syrian 

army released the ISIS prisoners under their supervision with the condition that they would 



fight against the other side. Some ISIS members released from both sides managed to escape. 

In the meantime Turkish army did not go further south than planned in the Operation Peace 

Spring, however still was subject to threats of military confrontation by Bashar Al-Assad, and 

to actual occasional attacks from YPG to both its observation towers in the so-called secure 

area and the Turkish territory, which later had to return to fighting against ISIS that was 

strengthened itself thanks to the regrouping of  terrorists that were released by SNA and 

Syrian army. The United States administration was unhappy with the secure area in the 

northern part of Syria which was created by Turkey, and Russia was discontent of SNA, 

which fought against the Syrian army of Bashar al-Assad. Although there were ceasefire 

attempts on April, June and July, initiated by SNA and Turkey the first two times and Assad 

regime and Russia in the last time, they did not produce any positive outcomes. Lastly, a 

conference held in Oslo in August to broker a peace between the belligerents and create a 

new, comprehensive and equal constitution under the mediation of Norway, was ineffective. 

As a result, the conflict continued to get harsher. 

 On 18 September 2020, a shocking development had occurred. An attack on the 

convoy that was returning from the Friday prayer to Tishreen Palace, one of the presidential 

palaces located in Syrian capital Damascus, was attacked by ISIS. Suicide bombers drove five 

cars heavily loaded with TNT explosives through the convoy during its passage, which 

included all the ministers of the cabinet, along with the president Bashar Al-Assad. Assad and 

all his ministers died as a result of this attack. After this incident, a unilateral ceasefire was 

declared by the Syrian Army against the SNA, which was not accepted by the SNA and it 

increased its attacks. After the attack, President of Russian Federation, Vladimir Putin held a 

press conference, vowing to get vengeance from ISIS in the name of Syrian people. He also 

holds SNA responsible for the attack because of the release of ISIS prisoners earlier and said, 

“Whoever is responsible for this attack will find Russian Federation standing against them”.  



He also added that it is rather bizarre that SNA, with seemingly no support, can be this 

influential in the region. After the attack, Turkish presidency issued a statement in which it 

said that this attack was not acceptable, and Turkey would no longer support the Syrian 

National Army, but would continue its presence in the northern part of Syria until the civil 

war is concluded to maintain its security. On the other hand, while the entire UN-member 

states, as well as all international organizations such as UN, EU, Arab League and African 

Union expressed their condemnation for the attack on the convoy, many countries apart from 

Russia, China, Venezuela and Iran, focused their concerns primarily on the transition period 

from the civil war to a stable political environment through free and fair democratic elections. 

Another surprising development had occurred on 1 October 2020, as Asma al-Assad, 

Bashar al-Assad’s wife was declared as the candidate of the Baath Party in the elections after 

Bashar Al-Assad’s death. This was justified with the fact that all cabinet ministers of Syria 

died in the ISIS attack on the convoy, and Asma Al-Assad was the most well-educated person 

that shared Bashar Al-Assad’s vision. In the election that was held only in the government-

controlled areas on 27 September 2020, Asma Al-Assad received 87% of the votes in the 

election she entered without any competitors. She took the presidential oath on 2 October 

2020 and declared her cabinet. After the cabinet was formed, her first course of action was 

visiting Russia and Iran as a sign of respect to the existing alliance among these three 

countries. After the quick reinvigoration of the Syrian ruling elite after the death of Bashar 

Al-Assad, the sides of the civil war continued their struggle. 

On 3 November 2020, the presidential election in the United States of America were 

held. Republican Donald Trump, whose policy about Syria is inconsistent, went up against 

Democrat Bernie Sanders, whose Syrian policy mostly revolved around the idea of 

democratic transition without the Assads in the presidential office. To the surprise of many, 

Donald Trump was once again elected as the president of the United States. After the 



elections, Trump stated 

“We have made 

America greater ever 

since we started, and 

now we will continue to 

work until we make it 

even greater”. 

 

2021 

 In 2021, the 

situation in Syria had 

been the worst since the civil war started. The ambitious leadership of Asma Al-Assad and 

her determination to completely wipe out both ISIS and SNA from the Syrian soil produced 

bitter outcomes. 1 million people in 2021 alone became refugees, 400.000 of which took 

refuge in Turkey and the remaining in regional countries such as Iraq, Lebanon, Jordan and 

Egypt, and the death toll exceeded 500.000. The advance of SNA further into the center, who 

took back several important cities in Syria such as A’zaz, Aleppo, Idlib and Hama, the YPG, 

who lost territories to ISIS and was trapped between the hostile Turkey to the north, ISIS to 

the south and Syrian National Army to the west but was still supported by the United States of 

America.  ISIS started to grow its area of influence once again starting from western part of 

Iraq to mid-eastern part of the Syria, taking important cities such as Dayr az Zawr, Albu 

Kamal and Al Mayadin from YPG and the Assad regime. Since the situation de-escalated into 

a bigger tragedy, Russian Federation and United States of America called for a United 

Nations Security Council meeting to discuss Syrian civil war and the rise of ISIS. The 

meeting that was held in March 2021. At the end of the meeting, UNSC Resolution #2500 



was accepted by all permanent five members of the UNSC and by 8 of the non-permanent 

members, namely The Netherlands, Egypt, Mexico, Lithuania, Portugal, Nigeria, Japan and 

India. Venezuela and Pakistan, the other two non-permanent members, did not approve the 

resolution. In the resolution, the Syrian National Army was evaluated as highly dangerous and 

disruptive, causing the war to prolong, decreasing the effectiveness of the fight against ISIS. 

The resolution also recommended a ceasefire and another round of peace talks under the 

supervision of a United Nations body to be created for this purpose only: United Nations 

Panel on Syrian Peace (UNPSP). This panel would be made up of delegates of the actors that 

are militarily involved in the conflict, namely Syria, United States of America, Russian 

Federation, Iran and Turkey, as well as 5 representatives from the opposition groups. 

Countries in the Middle East region, namely Lebanon, Iraq, Qatar, Israel, Saudi Arabia, Egypt 

and United Arab Emirates, and European Union countries would attend the meetings as 

observers. The Panel was scheduled to meet in Rome in May 2021. 

 

 In April 2021, an exciting development occurred for Turkey. Fatih, one of the drilling 

ships Turkey sent to Eastern Mediterranean by the Turkish Petroleum Corporation found a 

massive natural gas reserve within Turkey’s exclusive economic zone in the Mediterranean, 



off the coast of the city of Antalya, This was addition of another natural gas reserve in the 

Eastern Mediterranean to the reserves of Leviathan, Tamar, Dalit, Aphrodite, Zohr and 

Calypso, and it was named Turquoise. Turquoise was thought to be a natural gas reserve of at 

least 35tcb (trillion cubic meters), which was more than Iran’s and Russia’s total natural gas 

reserves [10] and would be enough by itself satisfy the need of both Turkey and EU countries 

for at least a century. The Turkish government immediately instructed Turkish Petroleum 

Corporation (TPC) to start the necessary works to extract, process and sell this natural gas. 

After the development, European Commission held a special meeting, after which the 

president of European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen announced that she would visit 

Turkey soon. The president of Russian Federation, Vladimir Putin said after the development 

that they were ready to cooperate with Turkey in all stages of selling this natural gas. Donald 

Trump, the president of the United States said that he was thrilled with the development and 

offered the technical assistance of the US in extracting the gas.   

 In May 2021, the United Nations Panel on Syrian Peace (UNPSP) held a meeting in 

Rome, Italy. The common goal was set as the ultimate defeat of ISIS in the region, and the 

participants, as well as observers, agreed on sharing intelligence and conducting attacks 

against ISIS in a coordinated fashion rather than individually or as separate different alliances 

as was before. In terms of Syrian civil war, Iran, as well as the Assad government requested 

the complete and unconditional withdrawal of Turkish troops from the north of Syria and the 

halt of the support given to the Syrian National Army by Turkey. Russian delegation focused 

on the ISIS issue, ending the civil war, the alleged war crimes committed by the Syrian 

National Army, and the refugee problem. The Syrian National Army did not accept the 

alleged war crimes and argued that the fight against ISIS can only be effective if there is a 

uniform Syrian government, which they did not want Asma Al-Assad or any of the current 

cabinet members as a part. The delegation of the United States also focused on the fight 



against ISIS, and insisted on an election following a provisional government, in neither of 

which Asma Al-Assad should take part. Turkey, with the leverage of newly-found natural gas 

reserves and the awareness that it had become a more strategically-important country, 

requested the complete evacuation of YPG forces, and the resignation of the Assad 

government, followed by free and fair elections overseen by an independent board. Turkey 

also stated that it was ready to militarily act against ISIS in Syria instead of YPG. 

Unexpectedly, the delegation of the United States did not openly oppose Turkey’s demand of 

YPG withdrawal by welcoming the offer made by Turkey to militarily intervene against ISIS 

in Syria. This offer, however, was not welcomed by the delegation of Assad government and 

the Russian delegation on the grounds that it would be further violating the sovereignty of 

Syria. 

 In August 2021, the president of so-called Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus 

(TRNC) Mustafa Akıncı, who was elected for another term in 2020, and the president of 

Republic of Cyprus Nikos Anastasiadis, who was also elected for another term in 2018, came 

together to discuss a possible unification.  

 

 In September 2021, after long and comprehensive discussions both in the European 

Parliament and the European Commission, the president of the European Commission Ursuka 

von der Leyen, along with a large team consisting of legal advisors, geographers, strategists 



and different kinds of bureaucrats specialized in energy, came to Ankara to discuss the 

possible future partnership in the field of energy transfer.. After long and comprehensive 

talks, Turkey and European Union signed a memorandum named “Ankara Memorandum”. 

This memorandum stipulated that Turkey and European Union countries would closely work 

for a solution in Cyprus and attempt to facilitate a possible unification as much as they can, 

and a new round of negotiations would start in Geneva within the next 6 months. Another 

topic the sides came to an agreement about was the transfer of the Turkish natural gas to 

Europe. The sides agreed on working together in extracting and transferring the natural gas 

from the Turquoise reserve through a pipeline called Trans-Aegean Pipeline (TAEP). This 

pipeline would go through the Aegean coast of Turkey northwards and join with already 

existing pipelines of Trans-Adriatic Pipeline (TAP) and Trans-Anatolian Gas Pipeline 

(TANAP) in Edirne. Turkish Petroleum Corporation (TPO) and The European Network of 

Transmission System Operators for Gas (ENTSOG) would work closely on these matters. 

This initiative was supported by the United States of America as well. Russia chose to 

observe the developments, mostly anxiously because this would mean that Russia’s biggest 

card against the West, the energy leverage, was about to be lost.  

2022 

In February 2022, when the civil war in Syria became a knot that could not be untied, 

the government of Asma Al-Assad realized that the military support the Syrian army had been 

receiving from Russia and Iran started to dwindle. In the part of Russia, it had been actively in 

this civil war for 7 years since 2015, and it had started to turn into a liability that it could not 

afford to have for any longer. It was clear that the Russian army focused more on fighting 

ISIS in Syria than to help Assad’s army fight against the Syrian National Army. The situation 

was same for Iran, and it had started to be clear that since the election of Eshaq Jahangiri, 

former vice president of Hassan Rouhani in 2021, Iran wanted to focus on the reconstruction 



of Syria rather than actively taking part in the conflicts. Leaders of both countries, Vladimir 

Putin and Eshaq Jahangiri had started to call for peace in Syria. The Assad government 

realized this fact, and made a surprising offer to the YPG: if they became a part of the Syrian 

army, and fight against ISIS and the so-called Syrian National Army, she would be willing to 

grant autonomy to the Kurds in the north of Syria. Assad government aimed to seize the 

resources that had been being granted to the YPG by the United States and Saudi Arabia for 

years, as well as YPG’s manpower. YPG accepted the offer and declared that it is now a part 

of the Syrian army. This step was welcomed by Russia and Iran but not the United States, 

which gradually ceased to support the YPG. The reluctance of the United States in continuing 

to support YPG was not actually caused by the fact that it joined the Syrian army, but with the 

policies of Trump regarding the Middle East, from where the president, Donald Trump, had 

been trying to withdraw American troops. The fact that American dependence on Middle 

Eastern energy resources had been declining with the advances in shale gas production [11], 

Trump administration sought to leave the region, preferably to an ally it could trust. With 

Turkey emerging as a stronger potential leader to the region, the United States had found its 

way out. Saudi Arabia followed the steps of the United States and cut its grants to the YPG. 

Turkey’s reaction to this development was harsh because Turkey’s claim was that if there is 

an autonomous Kurdish zone along its borders, it may pose a threat and intensify the PKK 

threat that it had been facing for over five decades. The SNA also reacted very strongly, 

stating that “Syria is one and should stay one.” 

 In March 2022, as a response to the agreement between the Assad government and the 

YPG, a full-fledged operation was conducted against ISIS by the Syrian National Army. The 

Syrian army, which was recently joined by YPG, could not act against this operation because 

it aimed to completely wipe out ISIS, and it was based on the reason that ISIS was an 

existential threat both to Syria and the region. Moreover, this operation was conducted on the 



basis of Article 51 of the UN charter, which focuses on the right to self-defense from any 

armed attacks, on which the Syrian National Army based this operation as the true 

representative of the Syrian people. This helped the operation receive the official support of 

United Nations Panel on Syrian Peace (UNPSP) as well. By the end of April, the Syrian army 

and SNA declared a temporary ceasefire for an undetermined period of time to fight against 

ISIS. The Syrian government and its army fought against ISIS in cooperation with, but not 

alongside the Syrian National Army during this operation. 

 Another striking development occurred in 2022 was the end of negotiations between 

the parties about the Cyprus issue. The negotiations ended in May 2022, and the parties 

decided to unite under the name of “Federative Republic of Cyprus”. This plan stipulated that 

Cyprus would be united under one federal republic. The border of the two states of the 

republic, Turkish-majority Northern Cyprus and Greek-majority Southern Cyprus, would be 

the drawn on the basis of the borders TRNC claimed to have. Each state would be 

autonomous in their internal affairs, however they would act together in the island’s relations 

with the rest of the world. The parties agreed on a rotating system: the president of the 

republic would be Greek and the vice president of the country would be Turkish for two terms 

of 5 years, and the president would be Turkish with a Greek vice president for one term. The 

presidents had to choose their cabinets on the basis of just representation of both 

communities.  

 On June 2022 in the United States of America, the president Donald Trump stated 

during a press conference that the United States would no longer have any kind of military 

presence in the Middle East except for some small installations, because it was a job for the 

regional countries rather than the US. Donald Trump also said that since they are no longer 

energy-dependent on the Middle East thanks to the shale gas in the United States and the 

Venezuelan oil, which was now controlled by the US-friendly Guaido government that came 



to power in Venezuela after a civil war that lasted 2 years between 2020 and 2022, there is no 

reason for the United States would stay there longer and spend great amounts of money and 

lose many lives.  

 September 2022 witnessed a turning point in the Syrian civil war. Operation 

conducted by the SNA, which started on March, proved to be very successful by July, with 

the capture of almost all ISIS-controlled areas and neutralization of almost half of the 

manpower ISIS had. After the end of the operation on September 2022 with the ultimate 

demise of ISIS, another meeting of United Nations Panel on Syrian Peace (UNPSP) was held 

in Istanbul to discuss the operation, its consequences and the next steps to be taken now that 

the country was divided into two, the northern part being controlled by SNA and Turkey and 

the southern part being controlled by the coalition of Syrian army and YPG. In this meeting, 

the delegation of Iran and Russian Federation openly declared that they would no longer 

support any act of neither parties that would bring harm to the prospect of a peace, which 

meant that the military aid provided by Russian army and Iran to Syrian army against the 

SNA was over. Another surprising development to the Syrian delegation was the 

announcement of Turkish delegation that Turkish army would withdraw from Syria 

completely and permanently.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

After these declarations by the 

delegations of Russian 

Federation and Turkey, the 

delegation of Syria left the 

meeting. In the Syrian civil war, 

now there were only two sides: 

the government forces of Asma 

Al-Assad and the Syrian 

national army. 

2023 

From October 2022 onwards, the conflict between Syrian government forces and SNA had 

reached is peak. Without the support of the Russian military, Iranian militia supporting the 

regime army and the logistical aid, as well as financial aid the United States and Saudi Arabia 

granted respectively to YPG, which was embedded in the army of the Assad government,  the 

government forces gradually lost the cities under their control after long and bloody 

gunfights. Finally, in January 2023, the Syrian National Army captured Damascus, the capital 

of Syria, and declared to the world that they arrested Asma Al-Assad, as well as its cabinet 

members. Two of the children of Bashar and Asma Al-Assad, Karim and Zein Al-Assad were 

also arrested, however Hafez was not with his family when Damascus was captured. Anas al-

Abdah, the leader of the SNA, declared the People’s Council of Syria was dissolved, all 

political parties were abrogated and a committee made up of the executives of SNA would 

oversee the transitionary period, which would end in an election in at most one year. Turkey, 

EU countries and the United States of America were most content about the news, offering all 

kinds of help to the new Syrian government in the transition of the country until the elections. 



Russia, Iran and some countries of the Arab League, such as Egypt, Iraq and Lebanon took a 

more neutral stance, stating that they were pleased to see the civil war was over and are ready 

to help Syria during this transition if requested.  

 On 23 April 2023, at the 103rd anniversary of opening of the Grand Assembly, Turkey 

opened its Trans-Aegean Pipeline (TAEP) with the participation of the presidents of Turkey, 

European Commission and the heads of state of Italy, Bulgaria and Greece. With the opening 

of this pipeline. Natural gas that is being extracted from the Eastern Mediterranean would be 

sold chiefly to the European countries. This way, European Union became the top purchaser 

of the Turkish gas. However, although European countries did not purchase natural gas from 

Turkey alone, the European Commission decided to halt the purchase of Russian natural gas 

completely, because the dependence on Russian gas by the European countries became 

leverage for Russia in the past [12]. The logic behind the decision that purchasing natural gas 

from a EU candidate would be more strategically viable. With the money it earns from energy 

trade, Turkey could in fact boost its economy and have a proper economy that is in 

conformity with the monetary union standards. That way, the possibility of the full 

membership of Turkey would increase. 

2024 

 On February 2024, new elections were held in Syria. The chief of staff of the Syrian 

National Army Salim Idris and his New Syria party, both of which were unopposed, won the 

elections with an overwhelming majority of 87% and gained all the seats in the parliament. In 

his victory speech, Idris said: “I thank Allah from the bottom of my heart that he showed us 

the end in this bitter fight. I would like to thank the Syrian people, the soldiers that fought 

under my command for our freedom. Now, this is a new chapter, for both our country and the 

region!”. He declared that all foreign military installations and bases within the borders of 

Syria, including the ones that of Russia and Turkey, were now removed and Syria is fully 



independent.  Idris said that now it is the end of the war, it will be possible for Syria to heal its 

wounds with the help of the friendly countries and thanks to the revenues of its main export, 

oil. He declared that all Syrian refugees in Turkey are welcome to come back. He also 

promised the creation of a new constitution. 

 After the opening of TAEP, Turkey started to prosper thanks to its natural gas 

revenues. With the money coming from the selling of natural gas and the doubled geopolitical 

importance, Turkey started to develop projects that would solidify its influence and leadership 

not only in the Middle East, but also in Africa and Central Asia. These planned projects 

included new infrastructural investments, grants and loans and other cultural projects, all of 

which would be conducted under the supervision of Turkish Cooperation and Coordination 

Agency (TCCA).  

 After the Turquoise natural gas reserve was found and the European Union started to 

purchase natural gas from Turkey through TAEP, and it also continued to purchase natural 

gas from Azerbaijan through TANAP, Russia and Iran turned to other Asian countries to sell 

their natural gas. The energy relationships between Russia and China had started to strengthen 

towards the end of 2010s, and by 2024, China became the biggest purchaser of the Russian 

natural gas. Iran and other resource-rich Central Asian countries focused more on selling their 

natural gas to developing countries such as India and Pakistan. The continental Asian 

countries were closer by day thanks to these energy affairs. Russia, which was fully aware of 

the fact that a new Asian axis was shaping, called the members of the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization (SCO) to a summit to be held in Moscow in June 2024. 

On April 2024, a set of synchronized suicide attacks occurred in Aleppo and 

Damascus. A car loaded with TNT explosives near a square in Aleppo and the parliament in 

Damascus. 35 people died in the attack occurred in Aleppo, and 42 people died in the attack 

occurred in Damascus. Although the way attack occurred resembled that of an ISIS attack, 3 



days after the attack a written statement was published by a group that named itself “Baathist 

Army”. In the statement, the new government chaired by Salim Idris and the members of his 

party, New Syria party, were traitors whom all should be hanged to make an example. The 

letter ended with the threat that no one was safe now, and the Baathist Army would reclaim 

what belongs to it. The letter was signed by no other than Hafez Al-Assad, the missing child 

of Bashar and Asma Al-Assad, on behalf of the Baathist Army. The statement also born the 

signatures of Mazlum Kobani, former YPG leader and Murat Karayılan, one of the leaders of 

PKK. The reaction of Syria, regional countries and Western countries to this statement was 

very harsh. Turkey and the rest of the NATO countries, as well as NATO as an institution 

immediately added Baathist Army to their list of terrorist organizations. SCO and its 

individual countries did not condemn Baathist Party for this action, but rather expressed their 

condolences for the lost lives. 

On June, the countries of Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) gathered for a 

summit in Moscow. In the summit, the members, especially Russia, China and India promised 

solidarity between Asian countries. The most important outcome of the summit was the 

suggestion that Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) should be under the mandate 

of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization as the armed wing of SCO. After the meeting of 

the heads of state of the member countries of both organizations in Tashkent in the following 

month, the CSTO officially became a part of SCO following the signing of the deal by the 

members of those countries on September. 

New elections were held in the United States of America and Russia at the same time, 

on November 2024. In the United States, Michael Bennet, a strong believer in the solidarity of 

NATO countries, was elected to be the president with a 55% vote. In Russia, after Vladimir 

Putin declared his resignation from active politics, his prime minister Dmitry Medvedev, who 



was a more modernist but just as tough of a figure as Vladimir Putin, declared his candidacy 

for presidency, and won by getting 78% of the votes. 

2025 

 The most important development of 2025 was the change in the structure of the United 

Nations Security Council. After countless protests, demonstrations and General Assembly 

resolutions throughout the years, with the resolution #2545 the United Nations Security 

Council reformed itself. In the new structure of the UNSC there would one permanent 

member from each continent and there would be 27 countries represented in the United 

Nations Security Council in total. A resolution would need to have the approval of all 

permanent members, as well as the approval of at least another 7 states. Since there are no 

states in Antarctica, the most populated continent of the world (Asia) would be represented by 

two countries. The rotating countries would be selected for a 5-year term for the UNSC. The 

powers UNSC were decorated with did not change: it could still impose sanctions, decide on 

peacekeeping/peace-enforcing missions and conduct military interventions. Permanent 

members of the UNSC were decided to be the United States of America (North America), 

Brazil (South America), China (Asia), Russia (Asia), Germany (Europe), South Africa 

(Africa) and Australia (Oceania).  

 On October 2025, the Salim government ordered the military to start its preparations 

for an operation to take back Golan Heights, which was unilaterally annexed in 1981 by 

Israel[16]. The Syrian military, with a large amount of economic and military support from 

Turkey, launched a grand offensive to Golan Heights on December 2025. An estimated 

50.000 military personnel participated in the offensive. Within a matter of days, the Syrian 

military took back Golan Heights from Israel. This development was a huge boost to the 

confidence the Syrian people had for the Salim government. The Syrian government, after the 

successful operation, made a statement which read “Syrian Arab Republic retrieved the area 



known as the Golan Heights from its occupier Israel in conformity with the international law 

and the right to sovereignty within its borders. As it was mentioned in United Nations 

Security Council resolution #497, the annexation of the area by Israel was unlawful; therefore, 

the Syrian army did not engage in any invasive activities and only secured its own borders.  

 

2026 

 Starting from 2026 throughout rest of the 2020s Turkey’s investments, credits and 

grants in African and Central Asian countries have exceeded $5 billion. Turkey started to use 

Turkic Council[13] more effectively to improve its relationships with the rest of the Central 

Asian Turkic states. China, whose Belt and Road Initiative[14] was severely hurt by this move 

because Turkic states preferred to be indebted to Turkey rather than China, claimed that this 

was a form of nationalistic imperialism and the invigoration of the pan-Turkic idea of Turan, 

the bringing together of all Turkic states under one banner, which could not be materialized in 

the modern era. In Africa, Turkey’s investments and aids exceeded $10 billion. This also 

antagonized China because Africa was one of the regions China was seeking to penetrate 

through economic aid [15]. So Turkey antagonized yet another Asian actor, China, in addition 

to Russia, which was antagonized by the stance Turkey took towards the end of the Syrian 

civil war and because Turkey replaced Russia as the biggest natural gas provider in just a 

matter of 3 years. 

 In 2026, the Baathist Army’s attacks on Syria started to become unbearable. The 

repeating terrorist attacks, which ranged from vandalism to suicide bombings and mass 

shootings, pushed Syria to triple its military expenditure compared with two decades ago, 

$2,514 bn. The Syrian people started to openly voice their concerns about and criticisms 

towards the Idris government in Damascus. That the promised constitutional reform did not 



come to pass was another point of protest and the inability of the Idris government to deal 

with these attacks started to be seen as a problem by the people of Syria. The reluctancy of the 

US and EU to the situation encouraged SCO countries to more openly support the Baathist 

Army. After it was revealed that most of the members of the Baathist Army that were 

captured or killed carried mostly Russian and Chinese-manufactured arms, Syria increased its 

pressure on these countries and asked them to stop supplying weapons to the Baathist Army 

and the YPG. 

 On December 2026, the Russian president Dmitry Medvedev hosted the leaders of the 

Baathist Army and YPG, Hafez Al-Assad and Mazlum Kobani in Kremlin Palace. In the press 

conference after the meeting, Medvedev stated that the alliance of Baathist Army and YPG 

were only seeking to get what was rightfully theirs, and it was the Syrian government that 

provoked these groups to use armed force. Medvedev also declared that Russian Federation 

was ready to broker a peace between the Idris government and the Baathist Army. After the 

development, Turkey, the nearest NATO member to the Syria, called NATO for an 

emergency meeting. After the meeting, the American president Michael Bennett said that it 

was unacceptable that Russia would support an organization recognized as terrorist by NATO 

to this extent, and that NATO would not hesitate to take any and all necessary actions to 

protect its ally Turkey if it were to be harmed. Bennett also stated that based on the 

intelligence, the Baathist Army fighters were situated in Iran. The presidency of Turkey 

issued a statement in which it said no one should test Turkey’s limits of patience, and that 

nothing and no one could stop Turkey in its self-protection if it was harmed. 

2027 

 2027 became a turning point in the path towards the second Syrian civil war. On 

January, the incompetence of the Idris government in providing security to the Syrian people 

became more and more apparent with a new terrorist attack almost every three days, which 



claimed at least 50.000 lives and incurred thrice as much, and people began to pour to the 

streets to protest the president and his government. As the protests continued for months, on 

April, Salim Idris decided to hold a public demonstration in Damascus. He said that the public 

should decide what is best for its own itself and declared that he would hold snap elections 

within three months. While he was talking on an outdoor platform, he was shot dead by a 

sniper, whom could never be caught. The people came to the rally to watch the president tried 

to flee the area in a rush. A number of suicide bombers who were hidden among the crowd 

detonated themselves, causing a death toll of at least 1000. It was a terrorist attack carried out 

by the Baathist Army/YPG. After the attack, the vice president of Salim Idris, Abdullah al-

Bashir took oath for the position of president. In this first public speech, he only said “They 

will pay for it”.  

 On August 2027, a declaration was made by a new group named Peace for Syria 

(PFS). In this declaration, both the al-Bashir government and the Baathist Army/YPG were 

severely criticized for their inadequacy and cruelty respectively. The declaration read that it 

was not only Syria that was hurt by this bitter fight, but the entire Arab world would suffer for 

it. The group recommended a provisional government that will oversee the creation of a new 

constitution, followed by elections. The group also criticized YPG for its separatist agenda, 

stating in the declaration that Syria must be united under the banner of Syria and no other 

units, be it autonomous or only regional, should be allowed within the borders of Syria. The 

Arab League and its members who were silent throughout this entire process also issued a 

statement that supported the statement made by PFS, saying that this problem should be 

solved among Arab brothers. Some members of the Arab League, especially Saudi Arabia and 

Libya, were extremely opposed to the inclusion of organizations like NATO and SCO, and 

countries like Turkey, Russia and United States to get involved with this matter. The prime 



minister of Israel, Yair Lapid, declared its support to this group and their declaration, saying 

that “It should be up to the Arab people to predestine themselves and their brothers”. 

 On November, the Syrian president al-Bashir said in a press conference that the Syrian 

government and army are strong, and will not negotiate with separatist terrorists or 

daydreamers, and will fight against everyone that stands in the way of the well-being of the 

Syrian state and its people.  

2028 

 On February 2028, 13 months after the snap elections were promised by the deceased 

Syrian president Salim Idris, new presidential and parliamentary elections were held in Syria. 

In the period of time until the elections, sporadic Baathist Army attacks continued to claim 

lives in Syria, and Peace for Syria movement had gained so many followers that it founded its 

own political party and was able to join the elections. As always, although Syrian army was 

able to inflict casualties to the Baathist Army, its center for operations was Iran, which did not 

allow Syrian army to pursue the militants within its borders. There were 3 parties and 3 

candidates for parliamentary and presidential elections respectively: New Syria Party led by 

Abdullah al-Bashir, former vice president to Salim Idris, New Baath Party led by Hilal Hilal, 

former assistant regional secretary to the Baath Party, and Peace for Syria Party led by Faddy 

Sahloul, founder and former chairman of Hand in Hand for Aid and Development (HIHFAD), 

a Britain-based non-governmental organization that was formed to help Syrians that were 

negatively affected during the first civil war.  



 

The election results were surprising for both the international community and the Syrian 

people, as the New Syrian party gained majority in the parliament with 125 MPs and 

Abdullah al-Bashir was elected president with a vote of 51%. New Baath Party could win 72 

seats while the Peace for Syria Party could win only 53. In the presidential race, Sahloul and 

Hilal could only get half of the votes al-Bashir received. After the announcement of the 

election results, Baathist Army members tried to raid the presidential palace in Damascus. At 

least 150 were killed by the army during this attempt, and similar raids were made to state 

offices all around the country. In just one day, 1765 Baathist Army militants that tried to raid 

state offices around the country were killed by the army. The situation escalated into a new 

civil war in Syria. The Baathist Army militants were able to capture Aleppo, Idlib and 

Latakia, whereas their ally YPG took control of the area that it used to control in the first civil 

war, the east side of the Euphrates river. This area included Hasakah, Tel-Abyad, Ayn al-

Arab, Ras-al Ayn and Qamishli. The Baathist Army/YPG alliance created a de facto state 



with an autonomous Kurdish area. The al-Bashir forces controlled the south of Deir ez-Zor-

Homs line.  

 The western governments expressed their support to al-Bashir, the elected leader of 

the country, whereas the Asian axis of SCO decided to give its material support to Baathist 

Army/YPG forces. 

2029 

 With the stalemate that had been lasting for over a year in the new civil war, Turkey, 

in the annual NATO summit, suggested that NATO should intervene in the civil war because 

of the war crimes that were being committed by the Baathist Army and to stop the new 

migration flow from Syria to Turkey and European countries. Although European countries 

offered a new kind of refugee exchange deal to Turkey, Turkey said that it will not close its 

borders to the refugees that want to pass to the European continent. Until March 2029, at least 

750.000 irregular migrants crossed to the EU countries from Turkey, where 2 million irregular 

migrants were added to the 1 million Syrians that stayed after the first civil war ended.  The 

United States, with the re-election of Michael Bennet to the presidency in 2028, was reluctant 

to send US troops to the Middle East again, because since the full withdrawal ordered by 

Donald Trump, US troops had never been in the Middle East for war purposes. However, 

after Turkey promised to persuade al-Bashir to leave the control of the oil wells to the United 

States companies in a secret meeting, Bennet agreed to the intervention. Bennet accepted this 

offer because the Venezuelan president Nicholas Maduro nationalized the oil wells after 

winning the second civil war that took place in Venezuela between 2025 and 2027, and the 

shale gas initiative did not produce the desired outcome for the energy demands of the United 

States of America. On May 2029, with the invitation of the president Abdullah al-Bashir, a 

NATO coalition that included the USA, Germany, France, Greece, Turkey and Sweden 

started its military intervention to Syria against the Baathist Army/YPG alliance. The NATO 



forces won a series of battles against the BA/YPG alliance, however the help coming to the 

rebels from SCO countries enabled them to hold their grounds against the NATO forces. Still, 

NATO-Syrian alliance was making slow but steady progress. In the meantime, the Israeli 

army made an offensive and took back Golan Heights from Syria. 

2030 – present day 

 On February 2030, the Russian president Dmitry Medvedev and the Chinese president 

Li Yuanchao, after a summit of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, declared in a press 

conference that the SCO has the intention to militarily intervene in Syria on the side of 

BA/YPG alliance. The response of the Syrian presidency to this statement alarmed the 

international community: “They are trying to test our patience, but we are sure that no one 

would want a nuclear clash, because we are proud to say that Syria has been developing its 

own nuclear arsenal since 2024. We have nuclear bombs and missile heads in our arsenal. We 

would not hesitate to use these if the countries militarily act against the Syrian army or NATO 

forces fighting in Syria. This should be enough to show how serious Syria is on this matter”. 

Not only the SCO countries but also NATO countries were entirely taken aback by this 

statement because the nuclear weapon projects were kept so confidential that even their 

intelligence services could not detect it. Both NATO and SCO countries were extremely 

alarmed by this statement, and Australia called the United Nations Security Council for an 

emergency meeting to discuss the Syrian civil war and the statements made by the Syrian 

president. Until the meeting, in the second civil war in Syria, out of a population of 11 

million, at least 750.000 people died, 1 million of them were injured and 3 million of them 

had to flee the country and take refuge in Turkey, neighboring countries and tried to go to 

Europe as irregular migrants. 10.580 Syrian people, 2,524 of which were children, drowned in 

the Aegean Sea while trying to reach to Greek islands. 

 



Questions 

1- What should the UNSC do about the threat made by the Syrian president to the SCO 

countries? 

2- What path should be followed to broker peace in Syria? Should peacekeeping or 

peace-enforcing missions be considered? 

3- What role should the Peace for Syria movement have in the peace process? 

4- What kind of steps can be taken for the flows of irregular migrants to Turkey and 

Europe?  

5- What should the status of Golan Heights be? 

6- Should the Baathist Army be recognized as a terrorist organization by the United 

Nations Security Council? 

7- Is the presence of NATO in Syria justified? 

8- What should be done to reconstruct a war-torn Syria when/if the peace is established? 

9- What should the stance of Arab League be in this civil war? How can it contribute to 

the peace efforts? 

10- What should be done about the alleged war crimes committed by the belligerents? 

11-  Should states sell arms and ammunition to any belligerents of the conflict? Should an 

arms embargo be in order? 

12- What can be done about the creation of a new constitution in Syria? 

13- How can the problem of hunger, lack of access to vital supplies and child mortality be 

solved? 

14- Is it legal for Iran to host Baathist Army/YPG militants within its country? 
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